
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY NEWS 
March 6, 2020 

CORONAVIRUS 
School districts in New Trier Township are working collaboratively with each other and with local 
agencies and public health officials as we monitor developments regarding COVID-19 
(coronavirus). The situation is rapidly evolving, as is guidance from public health agencies on 
potential school responses. 
 
Our primary concern is student safety and wellness. While at this time we do not have any local 
cases in our schools, all of our school districts are preparing in a number of areas so we can keep 
students safe and continue instruction in case of a large number of absences or a potential school 
closure. This notice covers three topics: (1) steps schools are currently taking to keep students 
healthy, (2) preparation for remote learning in the case schools are closed, and (3) spring break 
family and school travel. There are still many unknowns about this illness, and we are preparing 
for any number of scenarios.  
 
Proactive steps our schools are taking now to keep students and staff healthy 
All of our schools are employing extra cleaning and sanitation measures to prevent the spread of 
any virus, including COVID-19. These extra steps vary from district to district but include keeping 
soap, wipes, and hand sanitizer stocked in bathrooms and classrooms and wiping down 
high-contact areas more frequently.  
 
In District 29, custodial staff are wiping down common surfaces (e.g., door handles, handrails, 
tables) throughout the day and thoroughly cleaning classrooms, desks, etc.. each night. We are 
also encouraging good hygiene with students and staff, and have purchased extra sanitary wipes 
for each classroom. 
 
We also want all students and staff with a fever or virus symptoms to stay home. Our teachers and 
administrators will work with your students to create a plan to make up work if they have an 
extended absence. It is important not to come to school if you feel sick. Please know that our 
school nurses may ask additional questions when parents report an absence to make sure we have 
as much information as possible to offer guidance and make sure students are healthy.  
 
The most effective way to prevent the spread of this virus is for students and staff to follow the 
CDC’s recommended guidelines for staying healthy. We have been sharing this information with 
families and students regularly, including:  



Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick with respiratory symptoms. 
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then dispose of tissue in trash. 
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 
Stay home when you are sick. 
 

Delivering instruction in case of a school closure or many extended absences 
All of our New Trier Township school districts are also preparing e-learning plans so that we can 
continue instruction even if schools are shut down or if a large number of students must stay 
home. Each district will communicate its own plan with parents and will give both parents and 
students specific instructions in the case that one or more e-learning days are used. Please watch 
your email for information on e-learning and more specific guidance as we develop these plans, 
which must be approved by the state before they can be implemented.  
 
Spring break family travel  
The CDC has launched a frequently updated website on COVID-19 that is a good reference on the 
virus: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html. This website also includes 
information for travelers, and we recommend that you visit this page for the most up-to-date travel 
warnings if you are planning a trip during spring break: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html.  We are 
monitoring closely and will send out any additional guidance next week. 
 
School districts are making contact with specific groups of parents on issues such as planned 
school trips, extracurricular activities, and other concerns. We all will use our normal parent 
emergency notification systems should we need to close school or inform parents of a specific 
development related to COVID-19.  
 
Thank you as always for your partnership in keeping all of our students safe and healthy.  
 
BOARD ACTION ITEMS 
As a District, the Board meeting on March 10 will include discussions on several significant items 
that will impact our future. First, we are officially welcoming Middlefork School's new Principal 
with a recommendation for Board approval of her contract. After seeing her interact with kids both 
at Middlefork and in her own school last week, Dr. Greene and I were 100% convinced that she is 
the right fit to join our team. 
 
We will also be sharing new policies and procedures to improve everyone's safety, including: a) a 
comprehensive Board Policy regarding Criminal History Searches for Employees, Visitors, and 
Private Contractors, b)  new administrative procedures for the supervision of private vendors, use 
of the Raptor visitor management system, 2nd shift custodial scheduling, and vendor contract 
review and approval. We will also examine options related to outsourced versus in-house support 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html


for custodial support and food services, and the option to "rebid" both of these services. Finally, 
we will discuss progress and next steps in our efforts to collaborate with our local legislators, our 
Regional Office of Education (NCISC), and the Illinois State Board of Education for changes that 
will benefit students beyond D29. 

 
Sincerely, 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

MIDDLEFORK HEADLINES 

A HUGE THANK YOU, to the PTO for funding a visit with children's author Aaron Reynolds 
this week! Students were captivated by his enthusiasm and energy all morning. They relished his 
discussion of the Monarch award-winning book Creepy Pair of Underwear and its sequel Creepy 
Carrots, and connected with Nerdy Birdy and its theme of how our differences make us awesome. 
 
CODING KIDS REGISTRATION for grades 1-3 opens Monday, March 9 at 6:00 pm. Click on 
the link here to access the registration form. Registration is first come, first served, but priority 
will be given to students who have not YET participated in a session this school year. The spring 
session begins on 4/6. Contact Mrs. Johnson with any questions. 
 
THANK YOU, JUDGE MACHNIK! Community member, former D29 parent, and now retired 
judge, Ted Machnik spoke with third graders this afternoon as part of the Illinois Judges 
Association reading project. Our third graders' questions about the work of a judge were plentiful 
and insightful, and they made connections to such legal terms as recess and witness. One student 
summed it up on the way out the door with, “He’s a good man, Dr. Greene.” 
 
COUNTDOWN TO MIDDLEFORK SERVICE NIGHT! WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 IS THE 
DATE! Please join us at 6:30 p.m. In conjunction with Service Night, the Dedicated Dolphins are 
sponsoring a Cradles to Crayons donation drive. Students may choose to donate new or gently 
used items (children’s toys, books clothing) any day leading up to Service Night and/or families 
may bring items with them when they attend on March 11. Most desirable items include baby 
board books, youth chapter books, toddler shoes of any size, and youth pants sizes 7/8 through 
18/20 (especially boys!) . Donation bins are located in the Middlefork lobby. Thank you and we’ll 
see you on Wednesday night! 
 
2020-21 CLASS PLACEMENT letters went home in backpacks on Monday. A copy can be 
downloaded from the Middlefork News webpage as well.  
 
TUNE UP 3rd GRADE BICYCLES! The 3rd grade rite of passage - Bike Safety Week - is 
about a month away (kickoff Thursday, April 9), so Spring Break is a great time to pull out your 
family’s bicycles, check them for size, and/or tune them up, and ensure your child has a proper 
fitting bike helmet. Also, students may participate in the Bike Safety unit with scooters. 
 

http://sunsetridge29.ss18.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=2892380
http://sunsetridge29.ss18.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=570623&pageId=2892380


MUSEUM DAY: Get a free ticket to a museum - check it out at 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/museum-day-2020/ 
 
REMINDERS: 
*Use this link to REGISTER YOUR CHILD NOW for Session II of Club de español, which runs 
from 4/1 through 5/6. Meetings are after school until 4:00 p.m.  
* There’s still time to sign up for the Springtime Chess session. Download the form from the 
Middlefork webpage.  
 
MIDDLEFORK NEWS:  
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/schools/middlefork_school___k-3_  
 

SUNSET RIDGE HEADLINES 

THANK YOU: Mrs. Baldwin will return from her maternity leave on Monday which means Mr. 
Anderson’s last day of classes is today.  Thank you to Mr. Anderson for working tirelessly to 
continue the excellence of our band program!  You’ll see him conducting the concerts over the 
next couple of weeks, so be sure to say hello and goodbye. 
 
THANK YOU, PTO: Thank you to our PTO for an amazing author visit AND Book Fair this 
week! Aaron Reynolds visited our 4th and 5th graders on Monday, and his presentation was 
hilarious, captivating, and inspiring. Thank you so much for funding this author visit for our 
students! We also had a very successful Book Fair this week. Thank you to our PTO for making 
our Book Fair possible! We couldn’t put on such a fantastic event without the help of countless 
parent volunteers. Thanks to everyone who supported our Book Fair!  
 
GOOD LUCK: The Scholastic Bowl Team will compete this weekend at Northwestern.  Go 
Eagles! 
 
FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE: Keep up the good work! All the hand washing, covering your 
cough, and staying home when ill is paying off! We have had great attendance (average 6 students 
out sick daily) this week. No reported strep or confirmed Influenza cases. For attendance tracking 
please continue to supply the reason your child is home sick- especially fever related. As a 
reminder- if your child is out sick 3 or more days we are requesting an MD note upon return to 
school. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause -we are looking out for the health of all our 
students! See links for Influenza and Coronavirus links 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/viruses/index.htm  
http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus 
 
MAKER FAIRE: Mark Your Calendars! Sunset Ridge is hosting our annual Maker Faire on 
Tuesday April 21st from 6:00-7:30pm!  Advertised as the "Greatest show (and tell) on Earth," the 
Maker Faire is part technology fair, part science fair, part craft fair, and part something totally 
new.  Students will be able to showcase their creations/inventions from either at home or at 
school, as well as participate in interactive stations where they will be able to build and create 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/museum-day-2020/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uBlkFNZcx0n09zK_RCRfQZEQM8-a-wiRhdi7z5UWcJw/edit
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/schools/middlefork_school___k-3_
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/viruses/index.htm
http://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus


small projects to take home.  To enter a student project into the Maker Faire, students can fill out 
the form on this website: tinyurl.com/srsmakerfaire 
 
MUSEUM DAY: Get a free ticket to a museum - check it out at 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/museum-day-2020/ 
 
UPCOMING AT SRS: 
3/10 
PTO Meeting - 9:00 am 
Orchestra Clinic 
Boys’ Volleyball vs. Washburne @ SRS 
Education Committee Meeting - 5:30 pm 
Board of Education Meeting - 7:00 pm 
 
3/11 
Band Clinic 
Service Night at Middlefork - 6:30 pm 
 
3/12 
Junior High Band/Orchestra/Choir Concert - 7:00 pm 
 
3/14 
Robotics State Championship! 
 
3/17 
5th Grade Concert - 7:00 pm 
 
3/18 
SELPAC - 7:00 pm 
 
3/20 
Service Leagues 
Early Release at 12:00 pm 
 
 
SUNSET RIDGE NEWS:  
http://sunsetridge29.org/schools/sunset_ridge_school__4-8_ 

 
 

http://tinyurl.com/srsmakerfaire
http://tinyurl.com/srsmakerfaire
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/museum-day-2020/
http://sunsetridge29.org/schools/sunset_ridge_school__4-8_
http://www.sunsetridge29.org/sunsetridgeschool_home.aspx

